
As a member of Maryland's green industry, you know that the landmark clean energy legislation enacted during Governor
O'Malley's first term really started bearing fruit in 2010. Here my list of "top 10" accomplishments from the past year...

MEA's Year In Review
Gov ern or O'Ma lley  Join s Secret a ry  Sa la za r In  A n n ou n cin g
Progress On  Offsh ore Win d
Governor Martin O'Malley joins Secretary Ken Salazar of the US Department of Interior, Senator Tom Carper of
Delaware, and Representative John Sarbanes of Maryland in announcing the creation of the Smart from the
Start initiative, which streamlines the regulatory process for developing offshore wind power in federal waters.

Ha ppy  New  Yea r ! 

A s a  m em ber  of Ma r y la n d's g r een  in du str y ,  y ou  kn ow  th a t  th e la n dm a r k

clea n  en er g y  leg isla t ion  en a cted du r in g  Gov er n or  O'Ma lley 's fir st  ter m

r ea lly  sta r ted bea r in g  fr u it  in  2 01 0. Her e is m y  list  of "top 1 0"

a ccom plish m en ts fr om  th e pa st  y ea r :

 Record Nu m ber of Residen t ia l  Ren ewa ble Sy st em s

In st a lled: MEA  a w a r ded ov er  1 ,4 5 0 g r a n ts to Ma r y la n d r esiden ts

to in sta ll sola r ,  w in d a n d g eoth er m a l sy stem s. Th e g r a n ts w ill sa v e

m or e th a n  8 ,000 MWh  of clea n  en er g y  a n n u a lly ,  w h ich  is

equ iv a len t  to $1 .2  m illion  in  a v oided h ou seh old bills ea ch  y ea r ,  a n d

cr ea ted 8 5 ,000 m a n -h ou r s of w or k ju st  in  dir ect  in sta lla t ion s.

 

1 .

First  T wo Com m ercia l  Win d Fa rm s Com e On -Lin e: Ma r y la n d's

fir st  tw o com m er cia l w in d fa r m s sta r ted g en er a t in g  clea n  pow er  in

Decem ber .  Th e Cr iter ion  a n d Sy n er g ics w in d pr ojects,  both  in

Ga r r ett  Cou n ty ,  w ill tog eth er  g en er a te 1 2 0MW of r en ew a ble

en er g y —en ou g h  to pow er  4 0,000 h om es.   Th ese pr ojects,

r epr esen tin g  in v estm en ts of ov er  $2 00  m illion , cr ea ted a n

est im a ted 2 1 5  jobs du r in g  th e pea k con str u ct ion  per iod a n d ex pect

to r eta in  1 5  fu ll t im e jobs du r in g  oper a t ion . 

2 .
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T wen t y -Fold Growt h  in  Ma ry la n d's Sola r In du st ry : In  2 007 ,

th er e w a s less th a n  h a lf of on e MW of sola r  on  Ma r y la n d’s g r id.

Toda y , th er e a r e ov er  1 0  MW in sta lled.   Th r ou g h  Pr oject  Su n bu r st ,

MEA  is pa r tn er in g  w ith  loca l g ov er n m en ts to a dd a n oth er  1 0  MW in

th e fir st  h a lf of 2 01 1 .

 

3 .

 $ 5.3 Million  In v est ed in  In n ov a t iv e Ma ry la n d Com pa n ies:

MEA  a w a r ded eig h t  Ma r y la n d bu sin esses clea n  en er g y  econ om ic

dev elopm en t  g r a n ts w or th  $5 .3  m illion  to pr om ote n ew

tech n olog ies,  g en er a te clea n  en er g y ,  a n d con tr ibu te to Ma r y la n d's

"g r een " en er g y  sector .   Th ese g r a n ts w ill cr ea te a n  est im a ted 1 3 0

per m a n en t  fu ll-t im e a n d 2 3 0 tem por a r y  con str u ct ion  jobs by

2 01 2 . 

 

4 .

Ov er $ 60 Million  Sa v ed Un der Em POWER Ma ry la n d En ergy

Efficien cy  In cen t iv es: Ov er  1 5 0,000 Ma r y la n der s h a v e a lr ea dy

ta ken  a dv a n ta g e of MEA  a n d u t ility  pr og r a m s to r edu ce th eir

en er g y  con su m ption .  In  a ddit ion , Ma r y la n der s h a v e pu r ch a sed

m or e th a n  5 .5  m illion  en er g y  efficien t  lig h t  bu lbs to r epla ce

less-efficien t  in ca n descen t  bu lbs.   To da te,  th e steps th ey  h a v e

im plem en ted w ill sa v e 4 6 4  m illion  kW h , w h ich  is equ iv a len t  to

m or e th a n  $6 0 m illion  sa v ed ov er  th e life of th e in v estm en ts.   Th is

w ill r esu lt  in  2 4 0,0 00 ton s of CO2  a v oided, w h ich  is equ iv a len t  to

ta kin g  4 6 ,000 ca r s off th e r oa d.

 

5 .

 Ov er 1,000 T ra in ed for New Ca reers in  En ergy  Efficien cy :

MEA , in  pa r tn er sh ip w ith  DHCD a n d Ma r y la n d's com m u n ity

colleg es,  tr a in ed ov er  1 ,000 in div idu a ls in  en er g y  efficien cy

tech n iqu es.   Th ese in div idu a ls a r e u sin g  th eir  n ew  skills to h elp

h om eow n er s a n d bu sin esses th r ou g h ou t  Ma r y la n d sa v e en er g y  a n d

m on ey .

 

6 .

 A pplia n ce Reba t e Progra m  Exceeds A ll  Expect a t ion s:

Th r ou g h  ou r  A pplia n ce Reba te pr og r a m , MEA  en cou r a g ed ov er

3 0,000 Ma r y la n der s to r epla ce ou tda ted, in efficien t  a pplia n ces in

th eir  h om es w ith  ENERGY STA R-r a ted equ iv a len ts,  r esu lt in g  in  a n

est im a ted sa v in g s of $1 9 .6  m illion  in  en er g y  costs ov er  th e lifet im e

of th e a pplia n ces.   MEA  h a s pr ocessed r eba tes for  m or e th a n  1 8 ,5 00

cloth es w a sh er s,  4 ,5 00 r efr ig er a tor s a n d 6 ,000 cen tr a l a ir

con dit ion er s a n d a ir  sou r ce h ea t  pu m ps to da te,  r epr esen t in g  m or e

th a n  9 ,000 MWh  in  pr ojected a n n u a l en er g y  sa v in g s.

 

7 .
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Ov er 1,000 Low In com e A pa rt m en t s Receiv e En ergy

Ma keov ers: MEA  dev eloped a n  in n ov a t iv e pr og r a m  to br in g  th e

ben efits of en er g y  im pr ov em en ts to th e t r a dit ion a lly  difficu lt  to

r ea ch  low -in com e m u lt ifa m ily  h ou sin g  sector .   In  pa r tn er sh ip w ith

DHCD, MEA  is in sta llin g  en er g y  efficien cy  m ea su r es in  ov er  4 ,000

low -in com e a pa r tm en ts th r ou g h ou t  th e sta te,  w h ich  w ill sa v e th ose

fa m ilies 1 5  to 2 0 per cen t  on  th eir  en er g y  bills.   Ov er  1 ,000  u n its

h a v e been  com pleted to da te a n d th e r em a in in g  u n its w ill be

com plete by  th e fir st  qu a r ter  of 2 01 2 .

 

8 .

 Ma ry la n d Sign s “Clea n  Horizon ” A greem en t s for  New

Ren ewa ble Power Gen era t ion : In  a  fir st  of its kin d effor t ,

Ma r y la n d su ccessfu lly  lev er a g ed th e sta te’s ow n  electr icity  n eeds to

ju m psta r t  n ew  r en ew a ble electr icity  g en er a t ion .  Un der  th e Clea n

Hor izon s in it ia t iv e,  Ma r y la n d pa r tn er ed w ith  th e Un iv er sity  of

Ma r y la n d to n eg ot ia te th r ee pow er  pu r ch a se a g r eem en ts for  n ew

r en ew a ble electr icity  pla n ts tota lin g  7 2  MW, in clu din g  a  1 7  MW

th in  film  sola r  a r r a y  in  Fr eder ick,  a  1 0  MW w in d fa r m  in  Ga r r ett

Cou n ty  a n d a  5 5  MW w in d fa r m  ju st  ov er  th e bor der  in  West

V ir g in ia .  Th e Clea n  Hor izon s in it ia t iv e r epr esen ts a  h istor ic,

con cr ete step to lea d by  ex a m ple,  cr ea te clea n  en er g y  jobs,  a n d ta ke

con tr ol of ou r  en er g y  fu tu r e.

 

9 .

 MEA  Receiv es Na t ion a l  A wa rds for  Excellen ce: MEA  con tin u es

to be r ecog n ized a s on e of th e m ost  effect iv e sta te en er g y  offices in

th e n a t ion .  In  2 01 0 , MEA 's Fa r m  A u dit  pr og r a m  w a s r ecog n ized a s

on e of fiv e "ex cept ion a l sta te-led en er g y  efficien cy  pr og r a m s" by  th e

A m er ica n  Cou n cil for  a n  En er g y  Efficien cy  Econ om y .   Th e Cen ter

for  A m er ica n  Pr og r ess n a m ed Ma r y la n d on e of th e top 3  sta tes for

en er g y  efficien cy .   MEA 's Clea n  Hor izon 's In it ia t iv e is cu r r en t ly  a

fin a list  for  Ha r v a r d's "In n ov a t ion  in  A m er ica n  Gov er n m en t"

a w a r d. In  a ddit ion ,  MEA  r ecen t ly  r eceiv ed r ecog n it ion  fr om  th e US

Depa r tm en t  of En er g y  for  bein g  on e of th e top ten  sta tes in  ter m s of

A RRA  ex pen ditu r es.   A s a  r esu lt  of ou r  n a t ion a l r epu ta t ion , I w a s

a g a in  in v ited to test ify  befor e th e US Sen a te En er g y  Com m ittee,

r e-elected to ser v e a s v ice-ch a ir  of th e Na t ion a l A ssocia t ion  of

En er g y  Officia ls,  a n d selected to ch a ir  a  US En er g y  Depa r tm en t

feder a l a dv isor y  su bcom m ittee.  

1 0.

With  y ou r  h elp,  w e pla n  to bu ild on  th ese su ccesses in  2 01 1 .  Ex pect  to

h ea r  m or e in  th e com in g  w eeks a bou t  ou r  effor ts to pr om ote offsh or e

w in d, n ew  r eba tes for  h om e en er g y  im pr ov em en ts,  a n d a  loa n  pr og r a m

to h elp Ma r y la n d h om eow n er s m a ke clea n  en er g y  in v estm en ts.  
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On  beh a lf of Gov er n or  O'Ma lley ,  I'm  lookin g  for w a r d to w or kin g  w ith  y ou

to pr om ote a ffor da ble,  r elia ble a n d clea n  en er g y  in  2 01 1 !

Sin cer ely ,

Ma lcolm  Woolf,  Dir ector

Ma r y la n d En er g y  A dm in istr a t ion
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